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church roof, and only then of the church's foundations.
When a customer comes to you and entrusts you'with
the task of making a pair of shoes, you take his measure,
as I know from my own experience, conscientiously,
and you provide him with shoes which don't pinch and
cause him to have corns, shoes which fit well and suit
his feet. How the shoes are embellished, whether with
a row of perforated holes or with flat toes, you think,
quite rightly, is of secondary importance. What's the
use of an elegant, fashionable shoe, if the customer can't
walk and groans with pain? Do you follow me? The
church roof is a sign of respect, but first of all come the
foundations. That is something which I will discuss
with no one, except my own conscience. If a customer
is dissatisfied with you, he goes to another shoemaker.
I'll raise the matter at the next sitting of the parish
council and put it to a vote of confidence.

Traugott Pipennann, In Heaven's name, Herr Pastor.
Although I underlined the fact that I came here as a
private individual, and had only your own good in view,
yet you've misunderstood me. Not many folk in the
parish would come to you as a genuine friend, or follow
you through thick and thin when the worst comes to
the worst. Although that's another question, concerning
which I wouldn't allow myself to offer an opinion,

Friedrich Hall I thank you, I thank you, my dear Piper-
mann, I know how to value your friendship. A weight
has fallen from my heart, I need the trust of the parish;
at this very moment I need it more than ever before.

Traugott Pipermann, You can count on me, Herr Pastor,